
From the Desk Of Fr. John 
Thank you to our TOTUS TUUS team…Grant, 
Laura, Alex and Riley…for a great summer 
camp for our youth and children. It was so great 
to see our young team filled with such excite-
ment and enthusiasm for the Lord and His 
Church. They were a great model for all of our 
children and youth to experience faith in real  
action. Maybe some of our kids will end up being 
on a team one day! 
 
Thank you also to those who volunteered, the 
very dedicated staff who planned, and the many 
who sponsored food, hospitality and lodging for 
the team, and all the others who pitched in and 
offered their support in so many ways…for with-
out you this week would not have happened. 
 
Jesus extended an invitation to some very  
unlikely people. It was not just any invitation 
but a very personal and meaningful one. Jesus 
said… ‘Come to me, all you who labor and are 
burdened…’ That simple description could refer 
to almost any of us sometime in our lives. But it 
refers to those who struggled with living up to 
the demands of the Law as was taught by the 
Scribes and Pharisees and practicing their faith 
in a way that seemed to them almost impossible. 
Jesus invites them to come to Him. Jesus prom-
ises them ‘rest’ which is that special and close 
relationship with God the Father. 
 
Jesus was not teaching them from a textbook…
but truly from His heart. He was revealing the 
wonder of love that He experienced from the  
Father and wanted to include them in that gift…
in that relationship from which they felt excluded 
or impossible to attain. Jesus said… ‘Learn from 
Me for I am meek and humble of heart’. Jesus 
invites us to come to Him and learn from Him. 
Jesus is forming us to live and extend that same 
invitation to others… ‘Go and make disciples…’ 
 
We find Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel ‘down 
by the sea.’ No, He wasn’t going on vacation 
or taking a little R & R at the lake on the week-
end. Jesus was very intentional about continuing 
His teaching ministry. Jesus got into a boat ‘and 
sat down’ which was the traditional and official 
posture of a teacher. It tells us that all the people 
were along the shore…but they were standing 

while Jesus ‘spoke to them at length.’ It seems 
different from our culture when we watch on TV 
a ‘town hall meeting’ or a campaign speech with 
the speaker standing and the audience all  
seated. 
 
Jesus taught them in parables…those stories 
that made people think and search for the 
deeper meaning Jesus was trying to convey 
to them. This week we hear about the sower 
and the seed.  This parable that tells us of 
the sower tossing seed all over…even in places 
that were sure not to produce a crop. The story 
really focuses more on the seed…representing/
symbolizing the Word of God…of which Jesus 
was sowing among them. Jesus would later ex-
plain the story to his disciples. 
 
The focus in the explanation of the parable/story 
turns from the seed that is sown to the soil into 
which it is sown…basically to those who receive 
the word…to the quality of the soil or what is in 
the soil and around it that keeps it from being 
productive. We have heard this explanation 
many times but it is worth repeating…and ask 
ourselves how receptive we are to the Word of 
God spoken to us by Jesus.  
 
There are obstacles that can get in the way or 
keep the seed from growing to maturity and pro-
ducing the fruit that God intends. Jesus tells His 
disciples…tells us…that we must ‘understand’ 
the word…the message…the teaching that He 
gives us… ‘is the one who hears the word of the 
kingdom without understanding it, and the evil 
one comes and steals away what was sown in 
his heart.’ 
 
We need to be formed and grow in our under-
standing of God’s word and teaching. When 
many voices and influences turn and twist the 
message and the meaning of God’s word…we 
can be in real trouble. We are called to be…and 
to grow…as disciples. But that growth is neces-
sary for us in order to share what we have  
received with others…generously and lovingly. 
We must remember…we cannot give what we 
do not have…so growing and understanding is  
essential for us to fulfill our mission! 


