
From the Desk Of Fr. John 
Thank you to everyone who have pitched-in 
with our new Gathering Space and providing 
‘hospitality.’ The transition has been going 
very smoothly and we all seem to be enjoying 
our ‘new home.’ It has been such a pleasure to 
visit with so many folks…our regulars and our 
visitors. They all have commented on how taste-
fully and carefully things had been planned and 
executed in the new addition. 
 
Several families have taken advantage of our 
new ‘Fellowship Hall’ with hospitality and a great 
place to spend time after the funeral. Since it is 
so new to all of us…it has just been fun to enjoy 
it…after all this time! Congratulations and Thank 
You to all who helped, volunteered, pledged 
and gave gifts to make this dream actually hap-
pen. Let’s keep it up! We continue to praise the 
Lord for He is our inspiration and source of all 
that we do. Now we need to make that spirit of 
welcome touch everything we do as a parish 
family. 
 
Planting and seeds caught our attention last 
week when Jesus used the now familiar par-
able of the ‘Sower and the Seed.’ He chal-
lenged people to listen and try to understand the 
meaning and significance of the ‘Kingdom of 
Heaven/God.’ Not like the kingdoms of this 
world built around political, military and financial 
power. The Kingdom he proclaimed is built on 
God’s love and desire to share His life with all 
people. But for it to ‘take root,’ people had to 
have hearts and lives open and receptive. 
 
The seed is the Word of God and He shares it 
generously with all of us as Jesus did at the 
seashore. However, Jesus also drew the disci-
ples’ attention to the proper disposition to be the 
soil to receive the Word/seed. How do we pre-
pare ourselves to receive the word? It might 
help to pick up the little booklet at the doorway 
of the church… ‘The Word Among Us’…and re-
flect on the daily or especially the Sunday read-
ings. Then share or talk with others about what 
touched or moved you. You might just be sur-
prised what a difference it can make in your life 
and the life of others. 
 
 

Again we hear Jesus using the image of 
‘seed,’ ‘planting,’ ‘weeds’ to explain the mys-
tery of the Kingdom of God… ‘The Kingdom 
of heaven may be likened to…’ The first para-
ble/story tells us of someone more than the orig-
inal sower busy sowing seed. The problem is 
that it was an enemy sowing weeds among the 
good seed. Now the question becomes what to 
do after they both sprout and grow together.  
The workers ask the master if they should go 
out and pull the weeds out of the field. The mas-
ter patiently tells them to wait until harvest less 
they also destroy the good crop. 
 
We can see how Jesus’ story challenges us 
to think as to the meaning and application of 
the lesson of the parable…of which there 
can be several. We know the evil one wants to 
disrupt the furtherance of the Kingdom. He can 
disturb and distort the Good News (seed) plant-
ed in the lives of disciples and disrupt the value 
of the harvest. We need to be aware of his  
efforts. But it also can mean that there is time 
for conversion and change in those who seem 
to have embraced evil. It is in God’s hands and 
we cannot be the final judges now. Let us do 
our part but wait for the Lord to handle these 
things in the final judgement. 
 
God has some surprises for us all. The story of 
the mustard seed (and the yeast) tells us of the 
small beginnings of the Kingdom…but miracu-
lously ends up the ‘largest of plants’…and ‘the 
birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.’ 
The Lord can bring about this growth among 
us…we just need to do our part… ‘Go and make 
disciples of all nations.’ 
 
School Days…are coming and preparations 
are well underway. We pray that this sum-
mertime has been a time of refreshment and 
renewal for everyone. We look forward to this 
coming year…preparing and celebrating over 
150 years of excellence in education and form-
ing young lives in faith! 


