
From the Desk Of Fr. John 
Ash Wednesday…Feb. 14th…is the beginning of the Ho-
ly Season of Lent. We begin this holy season with fast 
and abstinence one of the two days required (the other day 
is Good Friday). Fasting affects those from 18 to 59, which 
means one is permitted one full meal and two others which 
do not equal the main meal (unless health or work issues 
come into play)…abstinence is required on all Fridays of 
Lent for those 14 and beyond. 
 

Instead of thinking of what we give up…the fast and absti-
nence are to help us be aware of those in need and respond 
generously to them with our time and resources. The giv-
ing of our resources helps us to give more of our-
selves...the resources are a symbol of our love…of our-
selves. So when we give up something…deny ourselves 
something…we are to set it aside for someone else. We do 
it all the time when we think of gifts for someone we 
love…Valentine’s Day…Christmas…Birthdays…etc. 
Therefore, we show our concern for those in need…with 
our time…talent and resources. 
 

We were invited to the home of Simon and Andrew last 
weekend. We were saddened with the fact that Simon’s 
mother in law was ill with a severe fever. Jesus responded 
by immediately going to her and raising her by the hand to 
full health. She responded by waiting on them. It was a 
sign of once being healed and restored a person can then 
give themselves fully to the service of the Gospel. 
 

The lesson of the Gospel tells us that many came to be 
healed at the house that day…but the next morning Jesus 
went out into a quiet place to pray. The disciples went 
searching for him. But Jesus tried to help them understand 
that his mission was to be more than to just the ‘hometown 
folks’. Jesus explained to his disciples that his mission was 
broader and more extensive than they imagined… ‘Let us 
go to the nearby villages that I may preach there also…’ 
 

We are called by the Lord and need to realize that our call 
is to a greater mission than we may at first think. The mis-
sion is greater than we may have imagined…remember 
Jesus told the first disciples… ‘I will make you fishers of 
men’. Moreover, the message is one of inclusion! 
 

This week we are face to face with someone who suffers 
from leprosy…a dreaded disease which at the time was 
incurable and thought to be very contagious it was practi-
cally a ‘living death’ of isolation and separation from eve-
rything and everyone. The man comes to Jesus filled with a 
trusting faith that He could cure him. Jesus breaks all the 
rules when he reaches out and touches the man…making 
him clean and whole again. The point of making those who 
were thought not able to be saved…welcomed and includ-
ed…was a priority of Christ and his mission. 
 

We see clearly the humanity and compassion of Jesus 
overriding the prescriptions of purity laws. Jesus demon-
strates God’s rule and kingdom, which overcomes the op-
pression of the evil one or the constrictions of law and cus-
tom. What we are to see is that Jesus is forming disciples 
to carry on his mission. That mission will extend beyond 
the usual boundaries and customs…this good news cannot 
be held in but must be proclaimed.  
 

The whole point is the urgency of this mission and we are 
called to share in that very mission. We are a community 
who have been touched by the ‘life giving power of Jesus’. 
We are to become missionaries…missionary disciples…
proclaiming and broadcasting ‘the Word’ far and wide. 
With the lives of the saints, we can see their desire and 
drive to do that very mission. We need to cultivate that 
spirit again in our community and church. 
 

The First Sunday of Lent…Feb. 18th…we will celebrate 
the Parish Rite of Sending to the Cathedral. Bishop 
Paprocki will then call those who are catechumens to 
the Easter Sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation & Eu-
charist). Those who are candidates will be recognized 
and urged to continue growing in their baptismal faith and 
prepare for Confirmation and Holy Eucharist at the Easter 
Vigil. 

RCIA Rite of Sending 
 
Congratulations to these RCIA unbaptized 
Catechumens who are being sent forth dur-
ing the 8 am Mass on February 18 to Bishop 
Paprocki at the Cathedral in Springfield: 
Keith Oliver    Christopher Reed 
Alyssa Oliver  Stephen Trimble 
  Stephanie Usery 
  

They will be declared to be “The Elect,” 
meaning they are elected by God to be bap-
tized and initiated into the Catholic Church 
this Easter. 
 
Also being recognized by Bishop Paprocki 
and celebrating their Call to Continuing Con-
version are these baptized candidates: 
Teri Jackson  Rebecca Townsend 
Jamie Kennedy  MacKenzie Barker 
Lisa Muniz   Ayden Perez 
Shannon O’Heron  Molly Piper 
       Kelly Oliver 
  
Please continue to pray for these candi-
dates. 


