
From the Desk Of Fr. John 
The First Sunday of Lent is the special begin-
ning of a time of ‘Purification and Enlighten-
ment.’  We all join with those who are Cate-
chumens…who are on this Sunday called (the 
Rite of Election) by the Bishop…to prepare for 
the Easter Vigil and full initiation through the Sac-
raments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eu-
charist.  From this day and until they complete 
their initiation they are called ‘The Elect.’ 
 
Those who have already been baptized…our 
Candidates for full initiation…and those preparing 
to enter into ‘full communion’ with the Catholic 
Church…will be recognized for their ongoing con-
version and Full Initiation through their Profession 
of Faith, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. 
 
Bishop Paprocki celebrates this ‘Rite of Elec-
tion’ and ‘Recognition’ on Saturday evening 
at the Cathedral for those parishes close to 
Springfield and on Sunday afternoon for the out-
lying deaneries. 
 
The rite begins in the parish church with the testi-
mony of the Godparents, Sponsors and Cate-
chists along with the affirmation of the entire con-
gregation.  This is the parish part in the pro-
cess…while it is the Bishop who does the formal 
Rite, which prepares for the Easter Vigil. 
 
It is the responsibility and role of the whole com-
munity to ‘initiate’ into the life of Christ and the 
Church.  Sometimes we may defer to the RCIA 
Team to do the work…but all of us witness and 
share in prayer and ministry.  We keep all of 
those preparing…and their families in our prayers 
during this Holy Season…and ask the Lord to 
help each of us grow in the renewal of our Baptis-
mal commitment! 
 
On the journey to Jerusalem Jesus and the 
disciples, encounter many situations, which 
become ‘teaching moments’ for the disciples and 
the people.  Jesus has begun a rapid tour of the 
many villages and towns of Galilee.  He began 
His ministry proclaiming… ‘This is the time of ful-
fillment…The kingdom of heaven is at hand…
Repent and believe in the Gospel.’  It was a sur-
prising beginning of something very new. 
 
Jesus healed and welcomed those unclean, pos-

sessed, and diseased and showed God’s plan of 
restoring humankind and bringing all into God’s 
reign and His kingdom. 
 
The healing of the Leper gave us an insight into 
the wonder of God’s love and compassion reach-
ing out to all…especially those burdened and iso-
lated from the community and worship.  They 
have been restored, healed and forgiven.  We 
also see the response of serving…and proclaim-
ing the Good News to others…sharing their faith 
and God’s kindness and mercy. 
 
With the First Sunday of Lent we take a break 
from the continuous reading of Mark’s Gos-
pel…skipping Lent and the whole Easter Sea-
son…before we pick it up again after all the ex-
citement of the season.  
 
This First Sunday of Lent is always dedicated to 
the lesson from the Gospel that tells of the 
‘testing of Jesus’ by Satan in the desert.  It takes 
place after the Baptism of the Lord and the Spirit 
leads Jesus to face the devil.  Mark’s Gospel 
does not give us many details or specifics about 
Jesus’ testing as do the other Gospels…but 
moves us almost immediately into the first days 
of Jesus’ mission and preaching. 
 
At His baptism Jesus is anointed with the Spirit…
He is revealed as God’s beloved Son… ‘With 
whom I am well pleased.’  The key for us is to un-
derstand clearly, who Jesus is… ‘Son of God’ 
and the One ‘anointed with the Spirit.’  As the 
forefathers of God’s people were led into the de-
sert and were tested…so Jesus, who embodies 
the whole of the people, faces the same testing.  
The people failed miserably in the desert in their 
infidelity to God’s gracious goodness and call…
but Jesus wins this beginning battle and will win a 
complete victory on the cross. 
 
We are called and chosen. We are anointed 
with the Spirit.  We are called to live out our 
unique relationship with the Father.  We are 
called to carry out the mission entrusted to us…
and will face testing throughout our lives by Sa-
tan.  We must find our strength and salvation in 
Christ Jesus!  


