
From the Desk Of Fr. John 
 

Catholic Schools Week comes to a close for this 
year…but we continue to celebrate our 150th year 
as SSPP Parish School. There were many activi-
ties during this past week at which the children and 
students could enjoy themselves and really celebrate 
our Catholic School. There were other activities dur-
ing the week that included parents, first responders, 
adult day care…and many others. We wanted to 
share our pride and joy…our parish school and our 
children.  
 
The theme for this year is… ‘Learn, Serve, Lead, 
Succeed’ and that theme will be continued through 
the next few years as we focus upon one or another of 
the many dimensions of Catholic education and for-
mation. We are grateful to God for the gift of our 
Catholic school. Our parish school has given a good 
start to so many young men and women and helped 
them succeed in further education and in life. We 
praise the Lord also for the gift of faith he has blessed 
these children with and the effect in their families and 
in the world. Praise God! 
 
We found ourselves in the synagogue last Sunday 
along with Jesus and his disciples. Jesus taught the 
people…and they were astounded that he ‘taught 
with authority and not like the scribes.’ Jesus came to 
reveal the Kingdom of God and initiate a new and 
vibrant relationship with God. The people were ex-
pecting a Messiah…a prophet like Moses…who 
would be called from their own people. Jesus is more 
than a prophet…a spokesperson for God…he is the 
very word of God incarnate! 
 
Jesus’ word has power to call disciples from their 
families and work to a new mission…and they re-
spond. Now we hear of the man with an unclean spir-
it crying out and trying to control Jesus. But, it does 
not work. Jesus simply commands the spirit to leave 
and it does. Jesus comes to do battle with the Prince 
of this world…and defeat him as he rescues us from 
his clutches. Now we can embrace the Kingdom of 
God with all our hearts! 
 
Jesus came to free, to liberate, to bring God’s favor, 
love and mercy to all of us. He included all of us and 
Jesus included those outside the parameters of inclu-
sion, like the man in the Gospel, to intimacy with  

 

God and wholeness in life. We are called, we are giv-
en a mission and we are sent to gather all into God’s 
kingdom. 
 
Jesus travels to the home of Peter’s mother-in-law 
following the episode in the synagogue. She is ill 
with a severe fever and they tell Jesus about her need. 
Jesus again responds with great compassion and frees 
her from the malady (traditionally attributed to an 
evil spirit). He raises her up and frees her from the 
bondage she is experiencing. The Gospel tells us 
that… ‘She waited on them’. 
 
We must not confuse this with some kind of refer-
ence to ‘women’s work’…but, rather that cleansed 
and healed all are called and can now ‘serve’. That is 
exactly what happened to the disciples and to us. 
Freed from whatever has held us or bound us Jesus 
empowers us to give of ourselves generously to serve 
God from our hearts. 
 
The definition of a good steward…or steward-
ship…is ‘Stewardship is the grateful response of a 
Christian disciple who recognizes and receives 
God’s gifts and shares them in love of God and 
neighbor’. It is at the hear t of a disciple to be 
grateful and we show it in loving service of God and 
others. That is the heart of Jesus’ life and ministry. 
He models it for us just as he taught his disciples this 
Sunday in the Gospel. Jesus teaches them… ‘Let us 
go on to the nearby villages that I may preach there 
also’. The sharing of the Good News must continue 
so all can be gathered into the Kingdom! That is our 
mission and we have the message…the Good News! 
 
Bishop Paprocki…will celebrate Mass and confer 
the Sacrament of Confirmation on our Candidates 
during the 10:30 Mass on Sunday, February 25th 
which is the Second Sunday of Lent. Bishop has so 
many confirmations that he must spread them out 
over the whole year…so this Sunday fit his schedule 
the best. All are welcome to join in this Parish Cele-
bration. 


