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“A Call to Discipleship--Come and See” is the 
title of the recent diocesan synod.  Since 2014, 
there have been ongoing conversations, initiated 
by Bishop Paprocki, regarding the need for an 
increased focus on discipleship and stewardship 
as a way of life.  This was prompted and promot-
ed in part by Sherry Weddell’s book “Forming 
Intentional Disciples.”  (An excellent book if you 
care to read it.  Copies are available at the par-
ish office.)  
 
As a result, it was decided to have a diocesan 
synod.  A “synod” is a term used primarily in the 
Church to describe an assembly or gathering of 
a large body of the faithful.  The task of this syn-
od was to discuss and assess the current situa-
tion of the diocese, and identify needs and plans. 
 
After eight months of synod gatherings, the out-
come is the twelve Synod Declarations that were 
voted on and passed in November 2017.  It is 
important to note that these declarations are the 
result of a considerable amount of prayer, plan-
ning and preparation by many. 
 
The synod voting members included a well-
rounded and diverse group of Catholics, both 
clergy and laity, from across the diocese.  From 
our parish, Pat Ellis and Deacon Jimmy were two 
of the voting members.   
 
These 12 declarations are not open for debate, 
and we will all need to have a better understand-
ing of them and their meaning to us here at Ss. 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Collinsville.   
 
The Synod Declarations adopted by the Fourth 
Diocesan Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in 
Illinois are as follows: 
 
 

A good question to start with might be: “What is 

a missionary disciple?”   The core mission of the 

Church is the same mission entrusted to 

the Apostles by Jesus before He ascended into 

heaven:  “Go, therefore, and make disciples of 

all the nations ...”  (Matthew 28:19).   Although 

Pope Francis has come up with the term 

"missionary disciples" in his Apostolic letter, “The 

Joy of the Gospel,” it is not necessarily a new 

idea.  It is however important that we be remind-

ed of it. So, what exactly does it mean? 

Diocesan Synod    

Declarations: What 

Do They Mean to Us? 

“Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all the  

nations…” —Matthew 28:19 

Declaration #1 
The mission of the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Springfield in Illinois is to build a 
fervent community of intentional and 
dedicated missionary disciples of the 
Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of 
God’s creation who seek to become 
saints. Accordingly, the community of 
Catholic faithful in this Diocese is com-
mitted to the discipleship and steward-
ship way of life as commanded by Christ 
Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred 
Scripture and Tradition. 



According to Pope Francis, today more than ev-

er, this mission to evangelize calls for “boldness 

and creativity”;  for “a willingness to rethink our 

goals, structures, style and methods of evangeli-

zation”; and for rediscovering the fact that 

“discipleship” and “mission” are inseparable. 

A “missionary disciple” is both a disciple and a 

missionary…a disciple being a follower of Jesus 

Christ and a missionary being one who goes out 

into the world on a mission. What’s the mis-

sion...Jesus gave it to us…“Make Disciples.”  

First, we have to be one and be willing and open 

to grow as a disciple before we can make others.  

Thus our  parish Mission Statement:   “Be. Grow. 

Make Disciples.” 

Everything that we do as a parish should stem 
from and /or point to one or more of these pillars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“All pastoral initiatives must be set in relation to 
holiness.”  That is a direct quote from St. John 
Paul II in his 2001 Apostolic letter on entering the 
New Millennium.  In that letter he reminds us that  
“This…gift of holiness is offered to all the bap-
tized.  But the gift in turn becomes a task, which 
must shape the whole of Christian life.”  In other 
words, this holiness is indeed a gift from God 
that is meant to be used for His Glory, and we 
are to strive each day to help others to be more 
aware of that gift and help them to live out that 
gift of holiness in their daily lives.  Again, Being, 
Growing, Making Disciples. 

 
So this growth that God is seeking from us is not 
really about the growth of numbers in the pew or 
in the parish bank account.  What we are talking 
about is our growth as disciples, which must be 
centered on growing our relationship with Jesus. 
 
 
 

Declaration #1 Section “b” 

To further this mission, the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois is committed to 
implementing the Four Pillars of Disci-
pleship and Stewardship, namely: 
 
Hospitality – to invite people proac-

tively to join us in prayer, espe-
cially Sunday Mass; 

Prayer – to provide well-prepared celebra-
tions of the sacraments and other oc-
casions for prayer as signs of hope 
and paths of grace to heaven; 

Formation – to study the Bible and learn 
more about Jesus and our Catholic 
faith; and 

Service – to serve each other, especially 
those in need, by practicing charity 
and justice. 

Declaration #2: 
In the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois, “all 
pastoral initiatives must be set in relation to 
holiness” and will invite people to a life of 
discipleship and stewardship. 

Declaration #3 
“The art of growing in God’s grace is the key 
to growth in the Church. Building a culture of 
growth in the Church starts with inviting peo-
ple to experience the love of Jesus Christ… 
This growth looks not only to build up the 
number of followers of Jesus Christ, but also 
– and more importantly – for Christ’s follow-
ers to grow in the depth of their relationship 
with Jesus Christ and in their commitment to 
observe all that he has commanded us to 
do.” 



 
We see that word “commitment” again, just as we 
did in declaration #3.  This declaration speaks of 
following through with that commitment, not so 
much by what we say, but more importantly by 
the way we live our life. The “action,” St. Francis 
of Assisi would say, “continually preach the Gos-
pel, and if necessary use words.”  To rephrase 
the words of the song with which we are all famil-
iar:   Will “they know we are Christians by our 
love?”      

Formation for discipleship and stewardship as a 
way of life shall be the primary focus of all the 
catechetical programs. That seems to make 
sense.  But the implication is that it is not current-
ly the focus of all catechetical programs.  So 
then, what is the focus? 
 
Generally speaking, sacramental preparation is 
the focus. In many cases this isn’t  the intention.  
We see the result of this in our grade school and 
PSR program.  Students receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, get out of 8

th
 grade, and many 

times, we never see them or their families again 

at Mass or other parish activities.  We see this to 
some degree after 2nd grade First Communion 
as well. 
 
The mindset that seems prevalent is, “My child 
has gotten the Sacrament, I’ve done what has 
been asked of me, I’m not sure what else is ex-
pected and little junior is in good shape.  I guess 
I’ll be back when it’s time for the next one.”  
 

Often times this is the experience with couples 
preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony or par-
ents preparing for their child to receive the Sacra-
ment of Baptism.  “I’ll do what I need to do be-
cause they are telling me this is what’s expected 
of me.”  Many times these opportunities during 
sacramental preparation are seen more as a 
“hoop” to jump through rather than an opportunity 
to encounter Christ and His Church. 
 
There are certainly many parents and children 
who don’t fall into this category.  But generally 
speaking, here at Ss. Peter and Paul, throughout 
the diocese and the country, those that don’t fall 
into this category are the exception.  
   
And it’s not completely anyone’s fault.  For years, 
Church leaders have unintentionally promoted 
the attitude of:  “We’ll tell you what you need to 
do so you can check the box and meet the re-
quirements.”  That’s why this declaration is im-
portant--we really need to turn around this way of 
thinking.   

Declaration #4 

To be a disciple means to accept Jesus 
Christ as one’s Lord and Savior. Disciples 
are those who “make a conscious, firm de-
cision, carried out in action, to be follow-
ers of Jesus Christ no matter the cost to 
themselves.” Catholic discipleship refers 
to a committed approach to living a Chris-
tian life within the Catholic Church. 

Declaration #5: 
Formation for discipleship and steward-
ship as a way of life shall be the primary 
focus of the catechetical programs in our 
Catholic parochial schools, high schools 
and parish schools of religion, as well as 
our faith formation programs for youth, 
adults and those with special needs, with 
sacramental preparation seen as a step in 
this process, but not the end of the pro-
cess. Being a practicing Catholic must be 
taught as a way of life. Thus, religious ed-
ucation is a personal obligation that does 
not end with the reception of the sacra-
ments, but continues into adulthood. 



This is already happening.  For adults, and even 
any child past the age of reason (7 yrs. old).  If 
they are not already baptized, they receive the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation  and Eu-
charist at the same time at the Easter Vigil.  If 
they are already baptized, they receive Confir-
mation and Eucharist in that order at the same 
time.  
 
Declaration #6 goes on to say that if you have 
your baby baptized as an infant or before the 
age of seven, then when that child gets to third 
grade, they receive the Sacraments of Confirma-

tion and 
Eucharist 
in that or-
der, at the 
same 
time, at 
the same 
Mass, by 
the Bish-
op.  You 
will hear a 
whole lot 
more 
about 
this.  A 

letter entitled “Restoring Order” by Deacon Jim-
my provides a comprehensive explanation to 
better understand this change.  You you can find 
this letter on the parish website at saintspeter-
paul.org/pastoralplanning. 
   
Over the next five-six years, our parish will re-
store the order of the sacraments using a pro-
cess that will result in all children receiving Con-

firmation and First Eucharist in the third grade 
only by 2024.  
 
In addition to our children receiving this outpour-
ing of Sacramental Grace earlier, this move will 
provide consistency with other parishes across 
the diocese who will be moving in this direction 
as well.  In many parish grade schools, this is 
already happening to some degree.  Our parish 

currently subsidizes at least 40% of the tuition for 
each and every student here at Ss. Peter & Paul 
School.  The “Family School Agreement” is 
something that our school parents currently sign 
as part of the Student and Parent Handbook.  By 
signing this statement, they agree to live in ac-
cord with the Gospel and the teaching of the 
Church.  It also has some “aspirational” lan-
guage about the biblical principle of tithing.  

Declaration #6 
The Sacraments of Christian Initiation shall 
be offered in the proper sequence (Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist) for children as 
well as for adults. To promote discipleship 
and stewardship as a way of life from an 
early age, those who are baptized as infants 
are to receive the Sacraments of Confirma-
tion and Eucharist at about the age of rea-
son, which in this Diocese will normally be 
in their third grade of elementary school, af-
ter they have been properly prepared and 
have made sacramental confession. 

Declaration #7 
As a means of fulfilling the responsibility of 
all the Christian faithful (not just parents) to 
hand on the Catholic faith to the next genera-
tion and in order that cost not be a barrier for 
children to receive a Catholic education, our 
parishes and schools through the use of 
scholarships (public and/or private) shall 
help pay tuition to make Catholic education 
available in Catholic grade schools, high 
schools and parish schools of religion (K-12) 
for all children of their parishes whose par-
ents agree to the terms of the Family School 
Agreement. 



 
This is a direct quote from Bishop Paprocki’s 
first pastoral letter, “The Art of Celebrating the 
Eucharist and Adoring the Lord.”  What he is 
talking about is how 
each one of us deserves 
to have sacred liturgies 
that are celebrated 
properly, prayerfully and 
to the best of our abili-
ties, and how in doing 
so, all are engaged and 
welcomed to a full, con-
scious and active partici-
pation.  He is also indi-
cating the desire for in-
creased opportunities 
and promoting the devo-
tion of frequent and reg-
ularly scheduled  
Eucharistic Adoration in 
each parish. 
 
 

 

“The clergy” ….  that means Father John, Dea-
con Jim and Deacon Jimmy.  But it goes right 
back to the first part in regards to celebrating 
“properly” and “devoutly.”  It reminds us that the 
sacred liturgy is not ours.  It belongs to Jesus 
Christ and His Church, and we are all, clergy 
and lay people, obliged to celebrate and pray in 
accord with the Church’s guidelines and norms.   
 

 
 
 

 
This one is pretty 
straight forward.  One 
way in which we grow 
in our faith, in our love 
for God and neighbor, 
is through acts of self-
sacrifice.  That sacri-
fice can be the many 
ways that the Church 
calls Christian service 
or in particular, “works 
of mercy” … both spir-
itual and corporal (i.e. 
consoling the sorrow-
ful, comforting the af-
flicted, feeding the 
hungry, sheltering the 
homeless, etc.).         
 

 

Declaration #8 
“The art of celebrating the liturgy properly 
and adoring the Lord in the Eucharist de-
voutly (ars celebrandi et adorandi) is the 
key to fostering the active participation of 
the People of God in divine worship.”  

Declaration #8 continues 
The clergy of the Diocese of Springfield in 
Illinois “must consider the celebration of 
the liturgy as their principal duty.” 

Declaration #9 
The art of dying in God’s grace is the key to 
everlasting happiness in eternal life. The 
Christian faithful die to sin through the saving 
waters of baptism. By dying to their selfish 
desires through acts of mortification and self-
sacrifice, the Christian faithful grow in love of 
God and neighbor. The whole Christian life 
aims at reaching this goal of everlasting hap-
piness in eternal life by turning from sin and 
growing in virtue through God’s grace. 

Declaration #10 
As a Diocese committed to discipleship 
and stewardship, the community of Catho-
lic faithful recognizes that everything we 
have comes from God and that He has giv-
en us gifts not just to use them for our-
selves but also to share them with others. 
As faithful and generous stewards of 
God’s abundant gifts, those committed to 
discipleship and stewardship as a way of 
life pledge to share their talents, give of 
their time and contribute proportionately 
from their financial resources for the good 
of the Church and those in need. 



These two are closely related and are primarily 
about living out true Christian Stewardship by 
sharing our time and talent and treasure.  In 
some regards #10 and #11 stem right from dec-
laration # 9 in regards to self-sacrifice...this 
sharing of one’s self...this sharing of the gifts 
with which God has blessed us.  It may seem 
that some have more to share than others.  But 
what is important is the biblical principle: not 
how much you have or don’t have, but how you 
use what you do have…all for the Glory of God 
and the good of your soul.  There also appears 
this “aspirational” language in #11…the idea of 
striving to tithe to the parish at 8 % and other 
charities at 2%.  There will be more said about 
this specifically in the months ahead.                      
 
Declaration #12 is very lengthy but pretty 
straight forward, however there are a lot of piec-
es to it.  We have underlined some of the key 
aspects of the declaration.   

 

 
 
 

Declaration #11 
Trusting in God’s providence and giving ac-
cording to their means, the Catholic faithful 
of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois are 
called to live as disciples of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ by giving of their time and talent and 
striving to fulfill the Biblical command to 
tithe by donating the suggested amount of 
at least 8% of their income to their parishes 
and 2% to other charities as an expression 
of their gratitude to God and of their stew-
ardship of His manifold gifts of creation. 

Declaration #12 states 
Each parish is a member of the Diocese and 
of the universal Catholic Church. As such, 
each parish has an obligation to contribute to 
the operational expenses of the Diocese and 
the Apostolic See. Following the Biblical 
model of tithing, parishes shall tithe approxi-
mately 10% of their designated annual in-
come to the Diocese, which shall be used to 
fund the operations of the Diocesan Curia, 
payment of assessments to the Catholic Con-
ference of Illinois and the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, financial contri-
butions to the Apostolic See in accord with 
canon 1271, and donations to national and 
international collections. 
 
Parish tithing will replace the Annual Catholic 
Services Appeal and regularly-scheduled sec-
ond collections. Parishioners who wish to 
make additional donations to the scheduled 
diocesan, national and international collec-
tions may still do so by placing the envelope 
with their designated donation in the regular 
collection. Special second collections will be 
taken in support of the Annual Missionary Plan 
of Cooperation and may still be taken up from 
time to time to assist victims of natural disas-

ters and other extraordinary causes. 

 
The Diocesan Bishop shall appoint a commit-
tee, whose purpose is, in consultation with the 
Diocesan Finance Council and Presbyteral 
Council, and subject to the approval of the Di-
ocesan Bishop, to define what constitutes the 
annual parish income for the determination of 
a formula to calculate the amount that is sub-
ject to the approximate 10% tithe. Such pro-
cess should take into consideration the goals 
of the Diocese to build up the Body of Christ, 
to support Catholic formation and education, 
and to recognize the differences in parishes 
(e.g., those with an abundance of material 
wealth and those without, those that operate 
parish schools and those that do not). Such 
formula should attempt to be fair and just to 
all, while at the same time provide adequate 
financial resources to the Diocese, so that the 
Diocese can accomplish its intended mission. 



What’s Next for Ss. Peter  
and Paul? 

With a greater understanding of these declara-
tions, comes the need for implementation, 
change and planning for the future.  Father John 
has asked that a team be formed to prepare a 
Strategic Pastoral Plan looking at the next one to 
five years.  This team consists of approximately 
25 members of the parish, each with their own 
gifts, expertise and talents to share.   
 
The team began meeting in January 2018.  How-
ever, these plans and changes will involve the 
entire parish, and therefore we would like your 
thoughts and input moving forward. In the coming 
weeks and months there will be several opportu-
nities and ways for you to share your thoughts.  
Please watch for those opportunities to share in 
whatever way you can.  We consider your input 
and participation meaningful and valuable to this 
planning effort.  
  
Please pray, that in God’s way and His time, the 
implementation of these declarations will truly 
bless our parish with greater numbers of inten-
tional missionary disciples.  As we move forward, 
we ask each of you to prayerfully support this ef-
fort so that we all may be more completely 
formed as courageous and Intentional, Mission-
ary Disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Father John 

Joy Rick 

Mary Benker 

Mike Benker 

Diane Hill 

Deacon Jim Hill 

Susan McMahon 

Mike McMahon 

Laura O'Hara 

Tom O'Hara 

Julie Scheller 

Paul Scheller 

Mary Beth Wilson 

Terry Wilson 

Michele Wasser 

Matt Wasser 

 

Teri Lesicko 

Katie Klaas 

Ryan Klaas 

Chip Awalt 

Rebecca Boyce 

Alyssa Korba 

Josh Korba 

Liz Dalton 

Facilitators:  Deacon Jimmy Ghiglione, Brad Hill, Camille Emig-Hill 

Strategic Pastoral Planning Team 



Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 

207 Vandalia Street 

Collinsville, IL 62234 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Collinsville, IL 62234 

Permit No. 54 

Vision  

A parish of intentional, 

missionary disciples. 

 

Mission 

Be. Grow. Make Disciples. 


